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3 1 just want to add one note: | would

never claim that we are filming Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita. | would say only that we are attempting
to trandlate into akind of exciting sign language--the language of film--what one of the century's
greatest masters of prose rendered so incomparably on the page.” Suellen Stringer-Hye, “An
Interview with Stephen Schiff” Zembla  <http://www.libraries.psu.edu/nabokov/foriles.htm>
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5 Lolita

The Annotated Lolita

”She doesn’t look like me at all.”

this tangle of thorns



(“l earned the money.”)



Ellen

Pifer
(69)

Never did she vibrate under my touch, and a strident “what d’you think you

aredoing?’ was all | got for my pains. 166

in the margin of

that leaping epilepsy she would firmly clutch a handful of coinsin her little fist 184

Ramsdale

| pushed her softness back into the room and went in after her. | ripped her shirt off. |
unzipped the rest of her, | tore off her sandals. Wildly, | pursued the shadow of her
infiddlity; but the scent | traveled upon was so dight as to be practically undistinguishable

from a madman's fancy (215).



Three or four miles out of Wace, | turned into the shadow of a picnic ground where the
morning had dumped its litter of light on an empty table; Lo looked up with a semi-smile of
surprise and without a word | delivered a tremendous backhand cut that caught her smack
on her hot hard little cheekbone.

And then the remorse, the poignant sweetness of sobbing atonement, groveling love,
the hopelessness of sensual reconciliation. In the velvet night, at Mirana Motel (Mirana!) |
kissed the yellowish soles of her long-toed feet, | immolated myself . . . But it was all of no
avail (227).

(“Lo, can you forget what |’ve done
to you?”) ”Say good-bye
to my dad.”



survivor

”Director’s

Commentary” DVD

| wiped my face and my fingers. She smiled at the cadeau. She exulted. She wanted to
cal Dick. | said | would have to leave in a moment, did not want to see him at all, at al.
We tried to think of some subject of conversation. For some reason, | kept seeing—it
trembled and silkily glowed on my damp retina—a radiant child of twelve, sitting on a
threshold, “pinging” pebbles at an empty can  (279).

Wood 187
30



What | heard was but the melody of children at play, nothing but that, and so limpid was
the air that within this vapor of blended voices, mgjestic and minute, remote and magically
near, frank and divinely enigmatic—one could hear now and then, as if released, an almost
articulate spurt of vivid laughter, or the crack of a bat, or the clatter of a toy wagon, but it
was al really too far for the eye to distinguish any movement in the lightly etched streets
(308).

Boyd 45, Pifer 68-69,
Wood 184-85

Dolores Haze

XVii
Boyd 44



(You see, chéri, if | found you at home, the fact of your remaining would mean only one

thing. That you want me as much as | do you, as alifelong mate and that you are ready to link

up your life with mine for ever and ever and be a father to my little girl.)

(369)
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(these routine leg-parted leaps of hers were more like those of a football
cheerleader 230)
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”The
Shiner> 1953 -

Pnin (1957) Salvador Dali
(That Ddli is realy
Norman Rockwell's twin brother kidnapped by gipsies in babyhood. 96)

50
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the lovely, trustful, dreamy, enormous country

3 The Saturday Evening Post
http://www.global gallery.com/enlarge/003-13428/
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176

Avis

Chapman

Suddenly, as Avis clung to her father’s neck and ear while, with a casua arm, the man
enveloped his lumpy and large offspring, | saw Lolita’s smile lost all its light and become a
frozen little shadow of itself, . . . she was gone—to be followed at once and consoled in the
kitchen by Avis who had such a wonderful fat pink dad and a small chubby brother, and a
brand-new baby sister, and a home, and two grinning dogs, and Lolita had nothing (286).
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