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This is a story that many people imagine they will find distasteful, especially
in these days where the subject of pedophilia is so much in the public consciousness.
I believe, however, that it has a place both as a piece of literature and as a

film script. In today"s society if we cannot understand human behavior, then how

can we change it? How can we judge it? How can we educate our children about it?

(Jeremy Irons, “ Foreword” to Lolita: The Book of the Filn. )

As a case history, “ Lolita” will become, no doubt, a classic in psychiatric
circles. As a work of art, it transcends its expiatory aspects; and still more
important to us than scientific significance and literary worth, is the ethical
impact the book should have on the serious reader; for in this poignant personal
study there lurks a general lesson; the wayward child, the egotistic mother, the

panting maniac——these are not only vivid characters in a unique story: they warn

us of dangerous trends; they point potent evils. “ Lolita” should make all of

us——yparents, social workers, educators——apply ourselves with still greater

vigilance and vision to the task of bringing up a better generation in a safer
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HUMBERT"S VOICE

I looked and looked at her, and I knew, as clearly as I know that I will die, that
I loved her more than anything I had ever seen or imagined on earth. She was only
the dead-leaf echo of the nymphet from long ago--but I loved her, this Lolita,
pale and polluted and big with another man"s child. She could fade and wither--I
didn’ t care. I would still go mad with tenderness at the mere sight of her face.
(201)
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What I heard then was the melody of children at play, nothing but that. And 1 knew
that the hoplessly poignant thing was not Lolita’ s absence from my side, but the
absence of her voice from that chorus. (225)
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